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!,n the plEc ity of Adventure’ R.acl.ng AR S.teve Sumps: . S After last years result the House was determined to return to the '-qll = L=
‘Always remember the Seven P’s: Prior Preparation Prevents Piss Poor Performances. Period. . Th kicked off with =
- have “PPPPPP. P!” blue-tacked to my bedroom ceiling. p after a number biyeors pisence. The Sy i “l‘h ' ﬁ‘ ]t
W* ing sports the most action packed, thrilling day of the A - iz : ﬁ; a |
{

Having won the Inter-House competition with an outstanding effort in 2010, Syme set out with high hopes

‘Continuing this year Hayden Brooks, along with Jay Cadman-Kennedy

preparation beginning in the summer holidays: if we were to win the competition, we would be the first day-

. =] > AR -
. year: gk W8
for 2011. Mr Prasad and | made our goals clear to the group leaders from the outset with meetings and B BT
[

b . . '*&ﬂy attempted to steer Donnelly into first place but once again Donnelly =l |
AR s e SRR "%—'uggied to utilize their large numbers and get fully involved. With some

Syme has traditionally done well in the swimming sports and this year we had strong competitors and arrow losses in the tyre and boogie board relays and some strong Barak

fantastic house participation. Martin Weir, Julian Weir, Mitchel Owen and Taylor Owen were the stand out and Syme House championship swimmers, Donnelly found themselves

athletes, and JP the dancing guru was outstanding with his moves in the YMCA as usual. gmn on points. However, the boys that showed up got right into the

e { iri intaini 3rd place
Cross Country was held in the first term this year and the weather turned up along with our boys for an singing and shiowed some quality house spirit maintalning a ardip

outstanding event. Even with minimal placing in the top tens, we managed to secure a victory through ‘fﬁish. vl
massive house participation. Definitely proud of the Men of Steel manning up to that one. Well done to Matt Following swimming sports, the next big day was qthletics.m which Donnglly
Baxter smashing the senior course record and our Ross Stembridge beating the junior record. “have had some success in the past, with a first place finish Iclxst I)(/ear. Wlt(;\
girs i lity athletes, Donnelly was looking good.
The third event, athletics, turned into a wellrun event. Well done to our key athletes, Robbie Wood and Isaac . ?“Qa h expe(.:tactim::oolr;iks 2?:&2:3 at?:ce on the day andysome contrgv?arsial
Robinson, as well as to Connor Wilson-Puhara for taking out the individual title. We gained third place in ;;:u| I Sg:rl:;llyuHouse finished in 4th place. However Matt Baxter smashed
what we .knew would be our weakest event, so this held us in a competitive position for the upcoming haka the old school record in the 1500m, possibly deserved extra points as he
el 2 EUEL ‘would have won every other race but Donnelly along with the rest of the
Being the first day-boy house to win the haka competition in most people’s memory last year, our standards " Gntire school cheered him on. Thankfully for Matt it allowed Donnelly to
were set high in term two. Our practices were energetic and | have to thank Isaac, Hayden Wipatene and keep our heads high.

the Maori leaders who put in the effort to create an outstanding performance. Unfortunately we were

: rts was what looked to be the turning paint for Donnelly as
outperformed by a wellrehearsed Hatherly outfit and had to settle for second place in this major event. Summer SO

~ e cleaned up in the touch and cricket whilst maintaining good places to
For the house singing we aimed to raise the bar of our standard set in 2010 where we had no backing track see Donnelly House tie for first place.
and used clicking and stamping sounds to create the sound affects for “In the Jungle”. This year, after being y
restricted from five to three songs by the more vocal Barak lobbyists, we settled on “This Little Light of Mine”,
“Pokarekare Ana”, and “Amazing Grace” to remember the 181 fallen on February 22nd. Our practices began
well before the other houses and proved to be difficult having chosen the more mellow songs but motivation
was spurred on by Mr Prasad. The Men of Steel really turned up and gave their all on competition day and ‘Dveroll a large number of average runners and too many walkers set
[ was immer;selzl |proud oz thehboys who gu}:/e an int(:irt;.:diblt:j (;nd mgving tribu}t1e to Chkristchurch. \}:Vhilebwe e elly in 3rd place.
came second, | felt we had achieved everything we'd hoped for and couldn’t have asked for it to have been , . . . ;

ht unit and Syme
better. | owe a lot to Robbie Wood, Jacob Tomlinson, Jaemyn Toq, Jesse Watt and Adrian Robb for their “Haka was the next big one. With the hostel being a tight unit and 2ym

i : : i ir vi knew it was going to be
outstanding efforts here, and Hayden Wipatene for the most incredible haka | have ever witnessed. House carrying on their victory from last year, we GIJ( A?ft
‘tough. A perfect time to call in the reinforcements of Mr Maaka. After

some good quality training with Mr Maaka this set us in good stride for
“the event. Leader Derek again showed us his great leadership skills and
stood up for the boys leading the haka loud. Predominantly white boys,
' Donnelly let off some steam but | think was let down by some unneeded
noises from younger pupils.

‘Cross Country was next and was suited to Donnelly. With high expectations
;.':_ind some quality runners within the house, both Chaz Hall and Matt

* Baster led the way. With a further record by Matt Baxter and obviously
a 1st place, followed by Chazin 2nd, Donnelly house was looking promising.

Another team of guys Syme House and | owe a lot to is our ensemble group. Having been personally involved
since third form and winning it three out of the four years so far, this event is one which | take a lot of pride
in. Callum and Adam Stuart, Jacob Tomlinson, Taylor Simpson, Adrian Robb and Connor Rust began practices
with Robbie and me way earlier than was necessary. These men showed outstanding commitment and
musicianship to create an amazing performance of Mumford and Sons’ “Timshel” and “Little Lion Man”.

Thanks Darren, Edward and Lauchie for a nail biting InterHouse competition this year. House singing again was a huge event. Thankfully for Donnelly the senior

Final thanks go out to these legends: Robbie Wood, who has been a fantastic Deputy. Mrs Slater, management presented us with Mr pUV‘eS who crecjte: his (E)W“ ZOE% for
- '~ Miss Crowe and Mr Tullet for your help during house meetings and the singing in particular. Donnelly House and deve|oped_c1 Slf't' W_e” done t:]’. s R h'an sz
= And of course Mr Prasad, one of the most inspirational, motivating and courageous people | know. Who helped T UERVEEY classic skit. With something new this year an
i some great discipline from the boys we came in a close third behind
Hatherly. Thank you to Jake and the boys who gained us second place in
the ensemble.

, Syme, you will go down in history as the first day-boy house ever to win the competition two
I| years in a row. Best of luck to next year's Head of Syme. Remember the Seven P's. How about

. . ; : _
you make it three consecutive wins eh? You know you want to. Syme House Proud. Finclly winter sports. Donnelly domincted in rugby and with a close second

Josh Girvan in football we gained a respectable 2nd place.

House Leader Overall Donnelly started off the year too slowly and just could not keep

up with the blazing Syme House. Thank you to all my group leaders who
backed me up throughout the year and special thanks goes out to Mr

H OUSE ~ Sims, Mr Davies and Mr Maaka.
" Good luck to the Donnelly boys next year - get everone there and it's a SR - :
REPORT h sure win. ¥ I- |
2011 wrzer  HOUSE REPORT 2011 4 1 "o 20

yrmasith Boys’ High School New Py Bl Sool | - Taronokiofitl3 |
i [ B T |

L
= .




RE"%“@ 2T e e e Rl

P ety
e Ty

4§ W A = :

ial 1zt

B0 i o v

uld :. B! ok

he hostel, - 1
Pz e










=

i}

fl




iy
i

prr s Sl

II_
la | R TR
o =5 .?,_J LI} | =
.

Bl LK










s
Flalinr i T
L s
- -
LTS [T
Fiy "‘:-.'I.
R |
- -|I - 1

S _l
-"-*-'-"\':-.- =i .|||.l' e T SR T e

R s

ghita mﬁfﬁlmlﬂ Tt )

== v Terksding, Sl i Smmppphied
R P

1ha Mgt sy 1SET) g fod! Teamw bt
rckhading Yot e WsEsamnines t:'arillw
= _?i,, 7l

e o e oeoc o )

%@;&:ﬂ i

Ve

*n.uwmﬁszm

El.v.-‘_—.}ﬁiﬁl s

'lthﬁhﬂiﬁlrﬂﬂuﬁm &“H‘!hmﬂl-ﬂhﬂmﬁ

ﬂr-:'t 1_'I_|._u___
kel
Trsiin:

Soarie Musslrpmont
e T 2wl

I '-':"‘ﬁml gﬁl. = ‘u_ll' B il el Eg:ﬁf.p"

T e

I

g ]
TSl e
B ey ! il

I
[ L& .*T.___wﬂ 1
1

e e = A i

Bl

FE AN e = [

-y
T X

! 5.'&41":7.1?}' y

Y il S TR o R e B L
ot e T

e b e et Fames b
et i [rsaig e

| Mgz (nchudingy T b DA isaalics)

i ||l

e 0 e v ol s, Pl
Mlﬁh‘“ e iy ﬂ*k’ﬂ l[l'llrl| Thids e *##TIITIEI'

] =TT
B i P 261 (A
= | ! il






TRIPLE JUMP

WILD CUP - Senior Shotput Champion
MASON MEMORIAL CUP - 800M
OLD BOYS’ SHIELD - 400M
SNOWDEN CUP - Javelin

BUNN CUP - Long Jump

Lachlan Bunn
Isaac Robinson
Robbie Wood
Connor Wilson-Puhara
Lachlan Boshier
Lachlan Bunn

SKIING

OHAKUNE OLD BOYS' TROPHY
Senior Skiing Champion
SOCCER

BURMESTER TROPHY - Most Improved Player Isaac Bailey

COACHES’ CUP

Jackson Braddock-Pajo

Contributed Most to the Team Matt Lamb
PLAYERS’ PLAYER Chad Jones
RUSSELL HOOPER CUP - MVP Robbie Wood
SQUASH

DOW ELANCO CUP

Squash Most Valuable Player Jerome Salle
SURFING

SMITH CUP - Most Outstanding Surfer Sean Kettle
SWIMMING

CHALLENGE CUP - Intermediate Champion  Julian Weir
SYKES MEMORIAL CUP

Senior Champion Jordan McCormack
TENNIS

MCKEON CUP - Intermediate Champion  Jaime Simpson
BURGESS CUP - Most Improved Callum Old
CANDY CUP - Senior Champ Callum Old
TRIATHLETE

CAMERON CLOW CUP

Outstanding Triathlete Chaz Hall
VOLLEYBALL

SOPER CUP - Most Valuable Piayer Robbie Wood
SPORTS TEAM OF THE YEAR

TEAM OF THE YEAR CUP 1st V Basketball
1STXI CRICKET AND A WINTER SPORT

DONNELLY CUP Henry Boon
THE BEST ALL ROUND SPORTSMAN

WOLFE CUP Robbie Wood
SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR

COLLEGES TROPHY Matt Baxter

Junior Sports Awards

BADMINTON

COOK AND LISTER CUP
Open Champion

CROSS COUNTRY
NOAKES CUP - Junior Champion

HOCKEY

THE GEURSEN STICK
Most Promising Junior

INTERMEDIATE ATHLETICS
KELLER CUP - High Jump

JUNIOR ATHLETICS

HARMAN CUP - 400M
TRIPLE JUMP

100M

200M

DISCUS

SHOTPUT

JAVELIN

BISHOP CUP - 800M
GRIEVE CUP- 1500M
LONG JUMP

BENNET CUP-JUNIOR CHAMPION

BAXTER CUP-3000m
HIGH JUMP

RUGBY
MCKNIGHT MEMORIAL CUP
Yr 10 Rugby

JASON DUCKETT MEMORIAL
Leadership at Junior Levels

FOOTBALL

BERT ROBSON MEMORIAL CUP
Involvement in Jnr Football

SWIMMING
FOX CUP - Junior Champion

TENNIS

HERBERT SMITH CUP
Junior Tennis Champion

VOLLEYBALL

COACHES’ CUP (Jager Cup)
Leadership in Junior Volleyball

MVP AWARD - Most Valuable Player

Pun Thepkunhanimit

Ross Stembridge

Ross Stembridge

Dane Brooks

Austin Spicer
Harrison Meads
Austin Spicer
Jahden McDonald
Selwyn Cooper
Joachim Faga
Diandre Potgieter
Justin Bishop
Justin Bishop
Leon Martin
Justin Bishop
Justin Bishop
Jack Aylett-Cooper

Jeremy Bennetts

Liom Blyde

Jacob Manning

Talor Owen

Cory Sutherland

Sean Hone

Dane Brooks

YEAR 10 SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR

DUCKMANTON CUP Jono Brownjohn
YEAR 9 SPORTSMAN OF THE YEAR
BRAD BENNETT CUP Ross Stembridge
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Maori Carving Demonstration

Yoga Workshop

In Arts Week this year there was a yoga workshop,
aimed mainly at surfers. The tumout was good with
around thirty students participating.

We did various stretches that really tested our limits for strength
and flexibility. We were following instructions from Mrs Hale
and a “Yoga for Surfers” DVD with lots of different people on
it; some were yoga instructors and some were surfers.

Because most of the boys were keen to do more yoga, we had
another workshop the week after. There may be more yoga
workshops in the future, so if you're interested in getting fitter
and more flexible, yoga could be for you.

Written by Riccardo Lucibella

At lunchtime on Tuesday during Arts Week in the Kokiri Te Reo classroom we had a Maori carver, Glen Skipper, come
in and speak to us. | wasn't there for the whole workshop, but caught most of it.

Glen bought along some of his tools and instruments, one of which was a Maori traditional flute called a koauau. This was made
of wood with Maori patterns such as beautiful koru and a tiki face. The holes of the koauau had paua shell around them and it made

a deep hollow noise when | played it.

Another instrument was a strange looking one, it was called a puutorino. It had two chambers and they curved away from each other
then curved back together to make the exit holes for the air flow. It would have been interesting to see what sound it made. There
was a second koauau made of stone. It was solid and rather heavy for its size. It made a very crisp and sharp whistling noise that
was quite high pitched. It too had beautiful carvings along the sides of it.

Glen Skipper brought two Maori horns with him as well which had amazing carvings on them. They were very long and made a very
deep vibrating sound. These were called puukaea. You may have seen them in the opening of the Rugby World Cup.

Mr Skipper also brought carving tools with him. They were for hollowing out wood. He spoke to us about his work, | caught the last

bit of what he was talking about. He was expressing
his views on authenticity. He believes that what
you make your items with doesn’t matter. He further
said that using modern tools does not make it
fake. | think what he meant was, it is what you are
trying to create and why you are trying to create
it that is important - how you create it doesn’t
matter. Such as, a painting is still a painting no
matter how you paint it.

Written by Van Michel

MAORI CARVER GLEN SKIPPER

PAORA LAURENCE DEMONSTRATES THE
PUUTORINO

98 Taranakion | New Plymouth Boys’ High School

Winning Poetry

THE SNOW IS A HOUSE-CAT

The snow is a house-cat,

Graceful yet somewhat erratic.

The cold makes a den inside the attic.

The housecat meows, desperate to escape.

As you open the door you seal your fate,

The housecat bounds down, bowls you off your feet.
It races through hallways, covers them in sleet.
Snow runs out the door, to the clouds outside.

It leaves your hallways as a massive snow-slide.

The snow is a housecat.

Wiritten by James Murphy (1st Place)

HEATHER AND THE WEATHER - A LITERARY CRITIQUE

Come hither Heather, come see the weather,

| don’t know whether the weather will float this feather.
Do you endeavour to confront the weather?

You had better get a sweater when braving the weather.
You must face the weather for us to be together.

My pleasure is without measure when | see you Heather.
| can never, ever tether the weather.

| wish to see you Heather, behind all that weathered leather.
Whenever the weather disrupts my leisure,

| think of you Heather and wish | could sever

The weather.

Won't you let us be together, forever?

Come hither Heather, get out of the weather.

The poem ‘Heather and the Weather’ by Matthew Stephenson
and Ben Bonner is a strong, powerful and emotional piece
describing a man and a woman, Heather. But the weather (the
ways of nature) creates a barrier between the two lovers.

The poem’s symbolic implications continue with the feather
which represents freedom, or being able to be free, whilst
Heather’s leather shows her reluctance to show her emotions.
This acts as another barrier between the two lovers. The partner
tries calling out to Heather to try and understand his feelings,
saying “ wish to see you Heather; behind all that weathered
leather”.

This modermn masterpiece uses an ingenious network of rhyme
fo communicate the theme of natural barmiers to love. Uttimately,
the poem asks the reader the question — Is love part of the laws
of nature? And is love worth going into the weather for (i.e.
confronting hardships in a relationship)?

Written by Matthew Stephenson and Ben Bonner

Marie Maka’s hand-drumming workshop

WEATHER BLUES

When the skies open up and let it all out
Even when they're not the wind may blow
After it all the skies are clear

The drenched street the sign of rain
Hazard lights warning of danger ahead
Excited children splashing around in the puddles
Rain in the background clearing away
Boring people walking around puddles
Lyrical wind blowing through the streets
Unwell people stay indoors

Extreme weather deforming cities

Soon the weather will all clear up

Written by Dion Lundt

The ice falling from the monotonous sky
Is the heaviness of many people’s lies
Barraging down, not only hurting my exterior
But also bruising my interior
The pelting pebbles chill my bones
Till it freezes my weak heart and soul
| feel myself being engulfed
In the blizzard of loneliness and pain
A feeling | do not need to explain
The blizzard overcomes me physically and
mentally
| drop down on my knees
I'm falling, I'm falling

The hailstorm suddenly stops
An eerie pause
Grains of snow slowly fall before my eyes
Gently tapping the ground, erasing all the lies
The street lights turn on
Lighting up the monotonous sky
The warmth of the light thaws my frozen heart
and soul
Lifting my spirits out of my misery hole
| stand up
Full of courage and joy
Nothing can stop me now
With this feeling bursting out
From inside

Written by James Park

New Plymouth Bays’ High School | Taranakian 99



SUPER 8 CULTURAL

FESTIVAL

At 6am on the 13th of May a sleepy bunch of boys
headed to Napier for the Super 8 Cultural Festival. A
breakfast stop in Wanganui and an outbreak of singing
in the van ensured we were wide awake and cheerful
when we arrived at Napier Boys’ High School.

Despite being the furthest travelled, we were the first school to
arrive and after being greeted by seniors from Napier Boys' we
were officially welcomed at the powhiri for the many
representatives from all the schools. The sound of the bagpipes
and a full school haka made this event feel quite special and
made it a proud moment for those of us who were there.

We then made ourselves at home in our nice backpackers
accommodation before heading back to Napier Boys” for
debating and solo music.

Our junior debating team of Teague Harvey, Jake McComb
and Josh Ritchie won their debate and ended up coming third
overall on points, which was a fantastic resuit for their first time
competing at interschool level.

The NPBHS senior debating team was footed up against
Palmerston North Boys’ who later came second in the Super
8 debating competition. The team of Joshua Girvan, Simon
Jones and Nathaniel Manning were affirming the moot that
“The assassination of a dictator is justified.” The team took the
historical angle, while the negative team took more of a legal
spin on the argument. It was a highly competitive debate,

! but unfortunately NPBHS came out second best.

' However, we can still take pride in the fact that the
adjudicator, a lawyer himself, remarked that it was
the closest debate he'd ever seen.

In the music section, amongst some hugely talented
instrumentalists, Jake Church’s performance of
“Sunburst” brought him success on classical guitar
with a wellearned third place.

Dinner that night was at a lovely roast
restaurant and | think we all walked
away very satisfied with our healthy
meals. Back at the backpackers was
where all of the socialising came in.

We all had some really good laughs,

which took away a few nerves from

those of us who were competing

in the morning, although an early

night was still compulsory.

Jake greeted us in the kitchen
Saturday morning with a barely
acceptable choice of clothing. This
started the day off with a laugh

100 Toronakion | ey
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JUNIOR DEBATING TEAM TEAGUE HARVEY, JOSH RITCHIE AND JAKE MCCOMB
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JAKE CHURCH WAS EbTHIRDWTTH HIS PERFORMANCE OF “SUNBURST*

before we headed back to Napier Boys’ for day two of the
competitions. The drama crew of Billy Smith, Keegan Pulman,
Van Michel and Sam Morgan performed their scene from
Hamlet which impressed the audience, but drew a short straw
when it came to a placing from the adjudicators.

Juniorand senior oratory followed. Joel Robertson was a standout
with a very convincing and controversial speech about the 1969
moon landing — hoax? His first place in the junior division was
well deserved! The senior speakers were a very talented bunch,
so | held no grudge at missing out on a placing. The atmosphere
and outstanding topics made it a worthwhile experience.

At lunchtime on Saturday we set off for home after a quick
refuel at Subway. Setting aside halfclosed eyes and exhausted
expressions, | think most of us were pleased with our own
performances. The thing that made this trip special for me was
getting to know the other guys with interests in a variety of
cultural areas. This made for a very positive and enjoyable
weekend. To anyone who wants a new experience outside of
sport | certainly recommend giving the cuftural side of things
a go. Lastly [ would like to thank Ms Bousfield, Mr Elgar and
Mr Warner for making this trip possible!

Written by Matthew Baxter
(with senior debating info from Josh Girvan)

JOEL ROBERTSON - 2011 SUPER 8 JUNIOR SPEECH CHAMPION

Ode toa
cultural trip...

by Mr John Warner

1. Come gather around
as | tell you a tale,
The tale of a trip,
With a shortage of kip,
And no expectation to fail.

2: 615am, Friday 13,
An interesting day it's true,
Departure was made,
We carried a spade,
But the group all knew what to do.

3. [nacar and van the travellers left,
To Napier off we went,
A musician with debators,
Dramatists not imitators,
A talented team had been sent.

4:  The drive was long, and frustrating too,
In Wanganui we were slow to be fed,
The troffic erratic.
We were not ecstatic
And Dannevirke best left unsoid.

5 The amival in Napier wos later than planned,
Drama rehearsal was put on hold,
Instead we waited ,
And anticipated,
The powhiri of which we were told.

6. Alunch was provided and tuck in we did,
To fortify us for what was to come,
No surprises we wanted,
No surprses we needed,
For last year there was enough and then some.

7. And so to the competitions, all eagerly awaited,
Junior debating was first to begin,
Victory was achieved,
Mr Elgar was pleased,
But the final was not ours to win.

8. So small was the margin, to not be in that final,
So close and yet so far,
It was not expected.
And never suspected,
That NPBHS would not reach the bar.

9, In the evening session, much was hoped for,
Fram the senior debators, our men,
But the debate, it was sticky,
The opposition was tricky,
And the outcome was less than a “ten”.

10, Our debating opponents took a legal defence,
And argued as one thinker
The resident adjudicator;
Was a Crown prosecutor,
And accepted their line, hook and sinker.

1. With Saturday come more moments of truth,
Drama, music and speaking,
A hostel breakfast we had,
Of this we were glad,
As some juniors practised housekeeping.

12. The drama graup performed a meritorious scene,
From Hamlet, with a skull as a prap.
Billy Smith swung the spade,
A grave it was made,
And the applause took a long time to stop.

13. The orators too, did a wonderful job,
They spake with polish ond flair,
To stand up and orate,
Is not a natural state,
For many it requires a dare.

14. Jake Church, our musician, played a classical piece,
\Mg{iuitnr he displayed his skill,
By nique and finesse,
And minimal stress,
He showed a resolute will.

15. The results were announced of the ploces and wins,
Two thirds and a first were our lot,
Not bad overall,
A reasonable haul,
For a team running reasonably hot.

6. In ending this story, credit must be paid,
To those who put in the time,
The students, the teachers,
The believers, the preachers,
Who thus allowed me to rhyme!

SIVIOKEFREE
ROCK QUEST

Our band Living Lightly formed 3 months before Rockquest, practising
several times a week. We are BJ Monk, Sam Thomson, Jarrod Bakker
and Sam Notman (all from Francis Douglas Memorial College) &
myself from Boys' High.

On the day we performed three of our best pieces, one in the heats & two in
the finals, in front of a large TSB Showplace audience. It was amazing to win
first place in the Taranaki competition. NPBHS did well ,as second place went
to Wonderland (Reuben Knauf, William Livingston and Stuart Morris, all from
Boys’ High). Both our bands then had to make a DVD to enter for selection into
the National Smokefree Rockquest finals.

Living Lightly made the Top 20, but not the finals. Our disappointment at not
making the top six in the national finals, by only two places, was quickly forgotten
when we were asked to perform at the Taranaki Winter Festival during the
Rugby World Cup. Opening for Shihad was a great experience for us all, playing
in front of the public in the Big Tent .

We would like to thank all our friends and family that have supported us along
the way.

Written by Jake Church
Guitarist - Living Lightly

JUGGLING and
CIRCUS SKILLS
CLUB

The Juggling and Circus Skills Club formed after the circus skills workshop in
May. We have been meeting on Tuesday lunch times, and with our home made
gear have been learning a variety of circus skills.

LRI
EY Iy §Es

MR GEORGE POOLE ANTONY GUPTILL
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DRAMA CLUB

This year Drama has had quite a turnout. First we saw
the Ugly Shakespeare Company perform a comical
version of William Shakespeare’s Merchant of Venice,
where three guys played Antonio, Bassanio, Portia,
Shylock, Nerissa, Lorenzo, Balthasar, Stephano - okay,
pretty much the whole cast of the play.

After their performance they did a workshop with the two groups
of boys doing Drama UP (Playmaking and Theatresports). In
the workshop, through exercises and activities, the actors shared
their knowledge of levels and use of space to give us an insight
into different ways to perform a scene.

Next day members of the Drama Club were off to this year’s
Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Festival. It was the NPBHS Drama
Club’s second time participating so we still were the underdogs
in this event. Ms Bousfield’s plan was to enter one scene last
year, then gather more acting talent and other teachers to direct
this year. With Mr Kerr and Mr Townes on board, Boys' High
had three scenes to roll with this year. Ms Bousfield’s team of
Van Michel, Sam Morgan, Keegan Pulman and myself performed
the gravedigger’s scene from Hamlet, Mr Kerr’s group performed
the opening streetfight from Romeo and Juliet. Mr Townes’
group performed the scenes from Twelfth Night where Toby
Belch, Sir Andrew and Maria have their revenge on Malvolio.

We all travelled by van to Stratford where the event was held.
A good trip with plenty of music and singing helped us forget
any thoughts of stagefright. We arrived looking forward to
seeing what other schools, such as Girls” High and Francis
Douglas, would be performing. The atmosphere at the festival
was totally ka pai, as were scenes from Girls” High, St Mary’s,
Spotswood and Sacred Heart. Stratford High's was the funniest,
with a daft bunch of painters and decorators performing a
scene from A Midsummer Night's Dream. Each Boys’ High
entry had its own unique quality and each group was happy
with what they achieved.

As the night drew to a close we came to awards time. Out of
the minor awards Stratford High gained two: funniest scene
and best recovery from forgotten lines. The major awards of
entry into the Sheilah Winn Nationals went to Francis Douglas
(teacher directed) and Spotswood (student directed). We thought
the Drama Club would be leaving with nothing, then they gave

out the prize for best actor in a scene not selected for nationals
to none other than the guy writing this report. The Drama Club
left with heads held high and feeling like a family. My winnings
of a box of chocolates were passed round the Hamlet group
on the way home.

The Hamlet group later on represented the school at the Cultural
Super 8s held in Napier.

Throughout this year boys in UP Theatresports and UP
Playmaking have been to see performances held at the TSB
Showplace such as Station to Station, which was excellent. In
the Arts Festival we saw MacHomer, Rita and Douglas, Raising
The Titanics, Carnival of Souls and Soap. Thanks to Powerco
and the Arts Festival for free tickets. These were all fun and also
gave interesting insights into performing. We also saw extracts
from new NZ plays (from Ensemble Impact) at Spotswood, went
to presentations from New Plymouth Girls" High drama students
and had a Circus skills workshop. In Arts Week near the end
of the year the Aranui Theatre Company brought us Macbeth
and we witnessed some emotional and exciting acting.

Drama this year has been fun and awesome, not just because
of seeing Girls’ High - although that was a part of it. To some,
the whole idea was to see what drama was like. To see how
drama works and understand the concepts and styles has been
intriguing and fun. So I'll lay this down to those who may have
doubts about joining drama: join drama because if it’s something
you aspire to and want to do then gun it and go for it.

Written by Billy Ray Smith

(Ms Bousfield adds: At the Taranaki Sheilah Winn Shakespeare Festival Billy won more than chocolate. The award
gives a student actor direct entry to NSSP - the National Schools Shakespeare Production, a week long immersion

in Shakespeare with professional directors, culminating in a public performance. Around 20 students are chosen
from the regional competitions and the remaining 25 from the Nationals. At NSSP Billy played Lorenzo in a 40
minute version of The Merchant of Venice. This year there were two public performances, to celebrate the 20th
NSSP - the second performance was at Parliament. From NSSP 22 students are selected for the NZ Young .
Shakespeare Company who travel to the Globe Theatre in London).
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INTERHOUSE

Music Report

This year the Inter-House Music Competition was held
on Friday 16 September. The music competition consists
of two performances by each house, firstly a full house
song, secondly an ensemble performance group.

Barak started off with a stellar performance of Follow Me by
Uncle Cracker with a somewhat familiar acting by Mr Hyde.

This was followed by an outstanding performance from Hatherly
of Do Wah Diddy by Manfred Mann shaking the whole building
with their foot stomping. Thirdly Syme made a tribute to the
Canterbury earthquakes with the songs This Little Light of Mine,
Pokarekare Ana and Amazing Grace with a stirring haka by
Hayden Wipatene. Finally Donnelly sung a series of songs led
by a hilarious skit from the house leaders, finishing with a song
written by one of their own teachers, Mr Davies.

Debating Report

Junior Team

Junior interhouse debating this year was a great
challenge and experience for me. There were both Year
9 and Year 10s involved in junior teams. This is good
because as the Year 10s move up to senior years there
will be someone to replace them.

One of the teams even consisted solely of Year 9s who,
impressively, were quite talented. In another debate a Year 9
was best speaker. :

This year’s moots were quite interesting. Some of them were
very different, such as Taranaki is the best playground in the
world’, forcing us to think outside of the square. This made for
some unique arguments. | was very impressed with the general
quality of the debates.

There were some calendar conflicts with sporting events and
various trips, which just shows that it's important to have reserves
for your team.

Only one team managed to win all three debates, thanks to
excellent members and great teamwork. This was the Barak
team, which consisted of Jake McComb, Jake Manning, myself
and our reserve Blake Malley.

Thanks go to my excellent team who always pulled through,
Mr Hyde who organised meetings and victory fish and chips
and Mr Elgar for organising some out of school debating
practices for anyone who wanted them. Also thanks to all the
teachers who chose to be adjudicators, which meant giving up
their lunchtimes. Finally a big thanks to Ms Bousfield for
organising the debates.

Wiritten by Teague Harvey
1st speaker, Barak Junior team

The ensemble performance then rolled on with Barak playing
Hysteria by Muse. Hatherly then followed with a group playing
I'm Yours by Jason Mraz. Then Syme played the songs Timshell
and Little Lion Man by the band Mumford and Sons. Finally

Donnelly played “My Hero” by the Foo Fighters followed by an

impressive solo section to finish what had been a talented set
of performances from all bands.

At the end of our day the suspense was held tight as it was
announced we would not hear the results immediately as the
bell was about to go. Once the results surfaced the following

Monday we leamt that Syme won, with Hatherly second, Donnelly
third and Barak fourth.

Written by Josh Girvan

Senior Team

There were three interhouse debates, one each of term
1,2 and 3.

The first debate against Syme was enjoyable and high-spirited.
Donnelly was able to present the winning argument “That New
Zedland should fly a new flag’”. Syme however were visually
spectacular with their desks adorned with NZ flags.

The second debate against Hatherly was a real challenge.
Donnelly had to overcome personal opinions and research
thoroughly to prove successfully “That deep sea oil drilling is
the solution to the fuel crisis”. Mr Warner was the adjudicator

for this match (with a wealth of experience in coaching the
school senior debating team)

The third and final debate was against Barak. The topic was
“That the first aim of education is a career”. Despite some
strong arguments from Barak, Donnelly again emerged the
winner, this time with Mr Geange adjudicating.

The senior Donnelly debating team is all that is best about
“nerds”. We tried to be well organised. We communicated easily
with each other, shared research and ideas and took the advice
given us by each adjudicator to assist us at the next debate.
The topics were thoﬁght—provoking, especially once research

was underway and we were viewing the topic from another
perspective.

We dll enjoyed the 2011 interhouse debating season and look
forward to new topics to research and debate next year.

Written by Seb Eastment, Alistair Fisher
and Elliot Dunn

This page has been kindly sponsored by Tech Sound & Video
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